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life of PWD and their families. The second is a research position with the
Social Action Institute (SERES), at the University of Rosario in Bogota,
Colombia. SERES is dedicated to research and social action activities
that promote local development with vulnerable populations in Bogota.
Francene is collaborating with SERES on a phenomenological study that
aims to better understand the social representations of disability in a
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SHIFTING THE BALANCE OF POWER THROUGH HEALTH LITERACY IN COLOMBIA

This presentation will describe a study being conducted by the Social Action Institute (SERES), at the University of
Rosario (Bogota, Colombia). This study aims to identify and analyse the perceptions and social attitudes of disability
in vulnerable communities, specifically, the northern Bogota community of El Codito. Historically, the construct of
disability has exhibited a paradigm shift from structures of discrimination towards the introduction of social models
that view disability as an interaction between an individual and their particular context.
Our study has begun to explore the construct of disability in El Codito using qualitative and quantitative methods.
Preliminary results indicate that perceptions of segregation and stigmatization are present in the community, even
with the entry of laws and international/national policy aimed at the inclusion of people with disabilities. While there
has been progress towards inclusion in cultural components, including symbolic perception, there remain challenges
in developing disability inclusive communities. Transformation of social perceptions requires continued research and
generation of remedial actions in vulnerable communities.

